PET CORNER

The holiday season 13 a time of celebration, appreciation,
and enjoyment for our families and our pets. Unfortu-
nately there are many hohiday traditions and treats that can
be potentially lifs threatening to your pets.

Ribbonz, tinzel, and bows are mce decorations and fun for
our pets. However, if ngested, these decorations may
become lodged m varnous pariz of the miestinal tract and
require surgical removal.

Chocolate becomes especially commen around the holiday
zeazon.. Unfortunately, even small quantities of chocolate
can be fatal to your pets. This holiday delight can cause
abnormal heart thythms, seizures, coma, and even death in
dogs and cats.

Be aware that mustletoe, poinsetita, and other popular holi-
day plants are dangerous to pets. For reasons not entirely
understood, many dogs and cats are compelled to eat these
plants and can become very sick, resulting in vomiting or
even kidney and liver failure.

Lastly, don't forget about those decorative hghts! Young
animals are especially vulnerable to mjury from chewing or
biting holiday lights and electrical cords. A httle foresight
can prevent unfortunate electrocution incidents that result in
minotr burns, serous myuy to the mouth and lungs or worse.

So enjoy the holiday season and be safe.
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